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> Our High and Low Charch Strife Embroil the State, 


— 


4 : And fubdivide us all for God knows what. 


‘Should now, in the courfe of what I propos’d i r 
ee sat : posd Temper, little udement; greaé Judgment, no 
cr aac thort View of the prefent State Temper; great sO eitians, eae Nts eaclievers § 
Ot. cligion among Us; but as 1 faid eres great Believers not much Chriftians; fome believe 
> our Religious Aftairs ftand in fo illa Pofture, every Thing, and fall out with no-body, others be- 
see! Party, and State Policy, and above all, lieve nothing, and fall out with every-body 5 fome 
te ef has gotten fuch a ttroke in all our Difpates unite with thofe that perfecute them, and others per- 
Religion, that | think what was for- fecute thofe that unite with them ; fome break Faith 


rly faid, was never more true than it is now, with thofe chat truft them, and others truft thofe 
Je ei by ; that break Faith with them; here we abjure thofe 
ee Intereft lake one of Jeroboam’s Calves, we adhere to, and there refufe to abjure thofe we re- 

¥ In all Reiigions mil! at leaft go halves. folve to divide from, and to reject: Here force Men 


.. ue bo to fwear, that fear an Oath, there connive at their 
| 1 Speak of Religion at this time, J muft upbraid not fwearing, who value not their Oath; here we 
Projeffors of it with fo many Breaches of the fell Property tu preferve Religion, there fell Relig 
A. itles they pretend to walk by, the Enemies on and all its Profeffors, to preferve Property 5 to-- 
with fo man y ungenerousAttempts todeftroy it; day we banter our Friends, to-morrow ourfelves;! 
ult {o expole furious Zeal, perfecuting Principles, and in both banter Heaven. 
K ee Solemn Treaties, felling Religion itfelf, | To what purpofe now fhould I pretend to givee 
fing Votaries, mortgaging Principles, and daub- State of Religion among us ? The beft account F can 
over che Pra@ice of Atheilin with the Paint or give of Religion in Britain, is to fay it isall in 
f Religion: that I nraft make horrid Work ConfuGon; Parties, Paflions, Pride, Intereft and 
Age, and theretore I choofe to let my Ob- State Policy, have overerun, and almoft deftroy’d, 
ofthat kind pafs over fora while. the very Name of Religion among us. 
ve fuch’ oid Mixtures of Contradi@ions, - ——- High-Church Men fay, Presbyterians arc. worfe 
appa! eCircumfances amongus, bothinRe- than Papiffs, and yet Tol'erate them, » in the 
ay, Morals, and Politicks, at this time, that it late Union, Eftablifh’d them asa true hriftian 
ry difficile for a Man that can fee an Inch before Church: Low-Church Men fa the Diffenters are 
, not to be furpriz’d at every fort: What a good Puoteftants, and yet @1} a Million of them for 
ker-‘Work is among us? Much Charity, no Reli- one Linfey-Wool&y Turn-Coat Politician: Diffent- 
4 much Religion, little Charity 5 much publick ers fay they are Confcientioufly oblig’d to break off 
k, no publick Spirit ; much ublick Spirit, no from the Church, yet to qualife for great. Places, 
much Zeal little Know! edge ; much Know- (5. Conform, and call it Charity: Scots Epifcopacy 
Zeal; good Philofophers, no Chriftians; claims Kindred of the Church of England, yet reject _ 
ours, no Politicians , good Chriltians, the Queen 5 pray for the Pretender, and yet won't — 
much Honefty: drown’d in little Pali. be call’d Facobites 5 while others Excommunicate 
ch Senfe blinded with little Prejadices,and. the Queen, and yet would be call’d Presb; terians. 
Palfioa and Prejudice, with little Reafon; Isita Time to talk of Religion, tilkthefe Things 
jorance for want of little Information ; lit: area little fettled ? Alas, Religion isa facred uns 
for want of much Patience; great tainted Thing, that has no Concern in eta thefe 
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Clathings or Clamourss no, we ought not to Name 
Religian among them, unlefsit be to lament how 
much Religion is loit in the confufed Croud of our 
Politicks and Party-Feuds Nor let any Re- 
proach Religion itfelf, on Account of thefe Diftracti- 
ons of its Profefforss for, 


All this to true Religion’s no Difgrace 

For Hypocrites Encreafe in every Place 5 

The Church may the Diflenters then defpifes 

Wen ncn: Conform, but what are free from Vice : 

And Whigs may Chureb Integrity decry 

Wisen none Diffent, but Men of Honefty ; 

Our Perty-Vice cannot Religion blame, 

For Kms of all Religions are the fame ; 

The Hypocrites in Heart will fill be fo, 

Wiether to Church or Meeting-Houfe they go. 
More Reformat. p. 43. 


Since then we are loft in this Maze of Confufion a- 
bout Religion, and there is no Confiftency, either in 
the hee that are about it, the Arguments on 

_ on both Sides to maintain thefe Quarrels, or the End 
that every Party purpofes to themfelves by them; 
T hhall leave you a- while to purfue the Ruin of one 

another, and your own; till by Experience and your 
own Dittrefles, you are made wife, which I pray 
may not be too late; and I hall now apply mytelf 
alittle while, to talk to you of that negleted, fink. 
ing, languithing Thing, call’d TRADE, among 
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3 ‘my would calmly liften to what fhal] be faid. 

____ But we have Hereticks in our Trading Principles, 
as wellas in our Religious, and I muft, as I go, have 
a fling acthem too; for it is {aying nothing, if 
-Gainfayers are not put to fGilence The He- 
_terodox Notionsin Commerce which I fpeak of, are 
 fuch as thefe, 


3 1. That our Trade in general is under no Decay, 
but we are in as flourifhing Circumftances of 
2: _ Trade, as ever was known, as Rich, as Oppu- 
a lent, trade as much and as far as ever. 

2 -Thatitis nota Farthing matter whether our 
‘Trade Flourifkes or no; nay, that Trade is no 
Effential Advantage to the Nation, but that the 
Landed Men are the Fund, both of Wealth and 
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. Thatin par 
: Ne bere Advantage to have a Free 
i h France. i ite j r 
There are other Errors whichI fhall fpeak t 


their courfe. 


I fhall not make any Attempt in Confutatic 
thefe wild Notions, J mean by themfelves, but thai 
make my whole Diftoarfe in the particular Applies 
tion of the feveral Heads, as I goon, point at, am 
detect them, Thope, fuficiently, 

In the mean time, I fhalla little digrefs, to pu 
you in Mind of fome general Notions of Commerce 
upon which, as upon folid Foundations, my futua 
Difcourfes muft often ret, fuch as thefe- 4 


That the End of Commerce is GAINS 
whence, in all [ fay, of canmos, and ssmpojfib 
and thelike ; Iam to be underitood, tha 
Trading- Man, or Nation, may be faid, mot 
be able to do what they cannot do, to ue 
G AI Nor Advantage. | 

That Employment of People, Corfimption « 
Produce, cither of Labour or Growth, 1s re: 
GAIN toa Nation, tho’ the Gaza in Spee: 
dg not appear. ; taae. | 

That thote Foreign Trades which bring the mor 

Subftantial Goods HOME, for the mon 

Trif_ing Export of Value OUT, are, fo far, thi 

mo(t Benefcial Trades toanv Nation, 


Tam not going in this, to write a Paregyr'ckt oy 
any particular Branch of our Trade, roe has ar: 
Member of the African Company that J know. ov 
the leaft notice of this Paper; 1 amt too faroth, ¢) 
be Brib’d or Employ’d ; and vet if Ido epbraid yoe 
alla little, with letting a Trace Languith torfeve: 
Year pait, under the mott unjuferableand moit 
diculous Attacks of private Self-interefted Men, 
as I always told you, could never perform what 
propos’d: If, Tfay, I upbraid you a little, — 
fuffering a Trade thus to die, on which all your 
tation- Trade depends ; and which returrs you Ih 
and Gold for Beads and Baubles; you mult own, 
am but doing you much Juflice, and if at lait, 
Trade revive; under all this Ufige, it muft be 
knowledg’d to te from the Nature of the 
viz. The Strength of its own Merit, and not 
trom any Fng¢lifh Forecaft, exercifed. in the Treatmew 
ofthe Company: Ofwhich hereafter. 4 
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